


Photos of island and beach birds of the Gulf Islands National 

Seashore taken by Dr. Olivia Graves.   photos were taken on 

West Ship Island, Horn Island, Deer Island and the beaches 

and marshes along the mainland.  The accepted common name 

is given followed by seasonal occurrence and relative 

abundance.  Example  with abbreviations below:

ROYAL TERN              

Sp- c  S- c  F- c  W- c

Seasonal Occurrence Abundance
SP – Spring, March-May C – common, 5-25/day

S – Summer, June-August                                          U – uncommon, few/day

F – Fall, September-November                                 O – occasional, 1/year or less

W – Winter, December-February                             R – rare, reported at least                            
once



Sp-c   S-o   F-u  W-c 

Partial breeding plumage

COMMON LOON

Photo  by Olivia Graves



COMMON LOON
Photo  by Olivia Graves

Sp- c   S- o   F- u  W- c 

winter plumage



Pied-billed Grebe 
Sp-c   S-r   F-u  W-c 

breeding plumage
Photo  by Olivia Graves



Sp- o   S- F- W - c 

Photo  by Olivia Graves



Photo  by Olivia Graves



White  pelicans
Photo  by Olivia Graves



Sp-c   S-c    F-c   W-c
Photo by Olivia Graves



Sp- c  S- r  F- c  W - c 

Photo  by Olivia Graves



MAGNIFICENT  FRIGATEBIRD

Sp-o  S-u  F-u  W-r

Photo  by Olivia Graves



Great  blue   heron
Sp-c  S- c  F-c  W-c

Photo  by Olivia Graves





Photo by Olivia Graves





Sp-c   s-c    f-c   w-c



Photo  by Olivia Graves



Breeding plumage           

Sp- c   S- c    F- c   W- c 

Photo  by Olivia Graves



Sp- u  S-u  F- u  W- u 

Photo  by Olivia Graves



Sp- u   S - c   F- c   W- o 

Photo  by Olivia Graves



Sp- c   S -c   F- c  W -c Photo  by Olivia Graves



Photo  by Olivia Graves

Sp- o  S- u  F-u  W-c



Photo  by Olivia Graves



Sp- c   S- c   F- c   W- c

Photo  by Olivia Graves





NORTHERN  HARRIER  HAWK

Sp- u  S - F- u   W- c 

Photo  by Olivia Graves



Sp- u   S- u   F- u   W- c

Photo  by Olivia Graves



COMMON MOORHEN

Sp- u  S- u  F-u  W- o

Photo  by Olivia Graves



AMERICAN  

COOT

Sp- c  S- o  F-c W-c

Photos  by Olivia Graves



Partial breeding Plumage Winter  Plumage

Sp-c  s - f-c  w-c

Photos by Olivia Graves



SNOWY  PLOVER

Sp- u  S- u  F-u  W-u

Breeding plumage Non-breeding plumage



Semipalmated plover

Sp- c  S- r  F-c  W-c



Breeding plumage Non-breeding plumage

WILSON’S PLOVER
Sp- c  S- c  F - o  W -



Photo  by Olivia GravesSp- u  S- u   F- u   W- u



Sp- o  S - F- o  W-u

Photo  by Olivia Graves



Sp- c   S- c    F- c   W- c Photo by Olivia Graves



SPOTTED  SANDPIPER

Photo  by Olivia Graves
Sp- u  S - F-u  W-r



WHIMBREL
Sp- o  S - F - W-o

Photo  by Olivia Graves



Photos  by Olivia GravesSp- r  S- r   F- r   W- o

Sp - S - F- r  W- o



Photos  by Olivia Graves



Sp- c   S- o   F- c   W- c         Breeding plumage

Photo  by Olivia Graves



sp-c   s - f-c   w-c 

Photo  by Olivia Graves



sanderling
Sp- c   S - u   F- c   W- c 

Photo  by Olivia Graves



Photo  by Olivia Graves



Winter   plumage

sp-c   s - f-c   w-c Photo  by Olivia Graves



Dunlin
Transitional plumage

sp-c   s - f-c   w-c 

Photo  by Olivia Graves



Short-billed dowitcher

sp-c   s - f-c   w-c 

Photo  by Olivia Graves



Sp- c   S- c    F- c   W- c 

summer plumage

Photo by Olivia Graves



LAUGHING GULL 
winter 

Photo  by Olivia Graves

Sp- c   S- c   F- c   W- c



Sp-c   S  - F  - W-c



Sp- c   S- u   F-u   W- c

Photo  by Olivia Graves



Sp- u   S- u   F- W-

Photo  by Olivia Graves



Breeding plumage          Sp- c   S- c    F- c   W- c  

Photo  by Olivia Graves



Breeding plumage                                 Sp- c   S- c    F- c   W- c 
Photo  by Olivia Graves



Sp- c   S- c   F- c  W - c Photo  by Olivia Graves



Sp- c   S- c   F- u  W -

Photo  by Olivia Graves



Sp- c   S- c   F- u  W -

Photo  by Olivia Graves



Sp- u  S - u  F- c  W- r 

BLACK  TERNS

Photo  by Olivia Graves



Sp-c   s-c   f-c   w-c

Photos  by Olivia Graves



Sp- c  S- c  F-c W-c

Photo  by Olivia Graves



Photos  by Olivia GravesSp-c   s-c   f-c   w-c


